As you are well aware, the Video Product Demo contest has changed dramatically.  I spoke with our state chair and will be following the district prompt he used for his local contest.  I will warn you, it is very different and will be a learning experience for us all.  The VPD updates are on the national site, but they leave a lot to interpretation. As it stands, here are the things you should be prepared for on tomorrow.

1- All computers should have the free Celtx downloads.  It is script writing/storyboard software.  We have never used it and watched this link 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzbRiUbwZnc off of YouTube.  There will be a storyboarding element.

2- The interview section will be more like a job interview session and storyboard discussion.

3- The contest will start at 9am and conclude at 4pm.

4- Students will turn in an executable DVD by 4pm.

5- The prompt will lead students to shoot a creative piece.  This is not a news story or advertisement of any sort...

6- Each contestant should also provide a 25' extension cord and power strip.

All other criteria is outlined in the national standards. I will attach that file for your review.  As you will notice, we will have to generate some of our own judging criteria. I will let our local judges determine that and share with you.  I am a firm believer in consistency and doing things the way they are being done nationally... however, as this contest area has changed so dramatically, I hope we meet that goal this year.  Mr. Rodriguez (state chair) said he will look over our information after our contest and help point out any differences our district representatives should expect at state... if any.

Also, I'm not sure if I missed any teachers in this email, so I'm also sending it to our district chairperson -- you may get it twice!

PURPOSE

To evaluate each contestant’s preparation for employment and to recognize outstanding students for

excellence and professionalism in the field of cinematography/video production.

􀀁

ELIGIBILITY

Open to all active SkillsUSA members enrolled in a program with filmmaking/video production as the

occupational objective.

EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS

Supplied by the Technical committee:

PowerProduction StoryBoard Quick software

2. Supplied by contestant:

a. Finished video on DVD (playable DVD or file format), to be turned in at designated time noted at

orientation. No late entries will be accepted.

B .Each team must bring a Mac or Windows (XP or above) laptop that storyboard software can be

loaded onto for the competition.

c. All competitors must create a one-page résumé using a word processor and submit the résumé

electronically at: www.skillsusa.org/compete/

updates.shtml. Check the Web site for further instructions.

d. Basic video production equipment consisting of camera, microphone(s), tripod and editing software

installed on a computer.

Basic lighting kits are allowed (floor stand based lights or clamp on lights).

e. Contestants may not use a crane, jib, truss for ligthing or a steadicam type device.

SCOPE OF THE CONTEST

The contest is defined by industry standards as set by the current industry technical standards.

The contest will consist of four portions: a written exam that will assess knowledge in industry

standards, a storyboard assignment to be completed in teams of two people, an interview with 1 or

more judges and a short video (4.5 to 5 minutes) that must be filmed and edited on site (,eaning all

work must be done between contest briefing and turn in).

All footage must be acquired after the contest has begun and must be filmed within the areas specified

by the field assignment.

The video for the national competition must be between four and one half and five minutes long

The written exam to be taken covering basic video knowledge. Teammates’ scores will be averaged

together.The exam will be given at the contest briefing .

SKILL PERFORMANCE

The contest will include a video assignment to be completed at the national conference by a team of

two students

The video will use as a theme a single word or simple phrase that will be given out at the contest

briefing.

Regardless of the production and post-production tools used, participants must turn in the finished

video on a DVD for viewing to the judges at the time designated at the briefing.

Each team member will be involved in a hands-on/on-site contest storyboard component determined

by the national technical committee.

Students will load storyboard software onto their computers at orientation. Students and advisor must

attend orientation with the required computer to participate in the contest.

The submission is to be a creative video piece. It is not in the form of PSA, news story or promotional

work (advertisement).

More elements may be included in final criteria and will be posted in contest updates.

The scoring rubric will include (but is not limited to) the following criteria:
